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WMO : BAL
• Wilfire Management Overlay  - planning Wilfire Management Overlay  - planning 

schemescheme
• Bushfire Attack Level – to determine riskBushfire Attack Level – to determine risk
• A ll homes  in V ic toria  a re now  in a  A ll homes  in V ic toria  a re now  in a  

bus hfire prone a rea !bus hfire prone a rea !

• ...yup – even an apartment in the cbd!...yup – even an apartment in the cbd!



Town PlanningTown Planning
• WMO requires completion WMO requires completion 

of ‘CFA Applicants Kit’:of ‘CFA Applicants Kit’:
• Contains 3 options for your site: Contains 3 options for your site: 

1.1. : lower risk: lower risk
2.2. : higher risk: higher risk
3.3. : detailed assessment of the site (4 : detailed assessment of the site (4 

steps)steps)
• Sign the declaration form Sign the declaration form 

agreeing to the CFA conditions agreeing to the CFA conditions 
(access, water supply etc.)(access, water supply etc.)

• CFA assess your CFA assess your 
application and should application and should 
advise your BALadvise your BAL



Building PermitBuilding Permit



BAL’sBAL’s

10kW/m10kW/m22 = pain to humans after 3 seconds! = pain to humans after 3 seconds!
55kW/m55kW/m22 = timber ignites in 10 seconds without flame! = timber ignites in 10 seconds without flame!



Materials...Materials...
• Bushfire resisting timbers are acceptable up to, and including BAL Bushfire resisting timbers are acceptable up to, and including BAL 

2929

• Other timbers may comply – need to meet specific testing criteriaOther timbers may comply – need to meet specific testing criteria
• Be careful with recycled timbers!Be careful with recycled timbers!



• Steel claddings (e.g.. corrugated iron) ok up to BAL-40– consider Steel claddings (e.g.. corrugated iron) ok up to BAL-40– consider 
whether Colorbond is appropriate?whether Colorbond is appropriate?

• Masonry, including Mud Brick and Hebel are ok for all BAL’sMasonry, including Mud Brick and Hebel are ok for all BAL’s
• FC sheet (fibro, cement sheet, scyon) 6mm thick BAL-29, and 9mm FC sheet (fibro, cement sheet, scyon) 6mm thick BAL-29, and 9mm 

thick BAL-40thick BAL-40
• New product – ‘Energy Brick’: New product – ‘Energy Brick’: 

1 minute video clip of energy brick fire test1 minute video clip of energy brick fire test
• BAL-FZ allows any ‘system’ that complies with AS1530.8.2 (which BAL-FZ allows any ‘system’ that complies with AS1530.8.2 (which 

means you need the manufacturer to supply certification of such – means you need the manufacturer to supply certification of such – 
e.g. Appalachian Log Homes have tested and certified their 90mm e.g. Appalachian Log Homes have tested and certified their 90mm 
thick solid timber wall!)thick solid timber wall!)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=95jypAwNPeA&feature=player_embedded


• Location: Tonimbuk (near Gembrook)Location: Tonimbuk (near Gembrook)
• Bushfires came within 1kmBushfires came within 1km

:Example:Example



• WMO Assessment:WMO Assessment:
:Example:Example



• Planning Permit : BAL certificationPlanning Permit : BAL certification
:Example:Example



• Result:Result:
:Example:Example



• ‘‘Alternative’ walling systems  such as rammed earth and strawbale Alternative’ walling systems  such as rammed earth and strawbale 
may be suitable however will need to be tested and certifiedmay be suitable however will need to be tested and certified

• Typical roof materials – tiles and sheets must be non-combustible Typical roof materials – tiles and sheets must be non-combustible 
and fully sarked!and fully sarked!

• Adopting bushfire sprinklers/sprays, leaf gutter guards or similar is Adopting bushfire sprinklers/sprays, leaf gutter guards or similar is 
not ‘required’ – but if installed must be non-cumbustible!not ‘required’ – but if installed must be non-cumbustible!

• As  a lw ays  - the building  s urveyor needs  to be A s  a lw ays  - the building  s urveyor needs  to be 
s a tis fied!s a tis fied!



• Bushfire shutters are not ‘required’ (provided other criteria met)Bushfire shutters are not ‘required’ (provided other criteria met)
• Generally, gaps in surfaces to be less than 3mmGenerally, gaps in surfaces to be less than 3mm
• Timber storm moulds ok for all BAL’sTimber storm moulds ok for all BAL’s

Standards are minimum Standards are minimum 
requirements only!requirements only!



LinksLinks
• http://www.wewillrebuild.vic.gov.au/http://www.wewillrebuild.vic.gov.au/
• http://www.csiro.au/science/Bushfires.htmlhttp://www.csiro.au/science/Bushfires.html
• http://www.timber.net.au/bushfire/http://www.timber.net.au/bushfire/ (although still references old  (although still references old 

standard)standard)
• http://www.yourhome.gov.au/technical/fs35.htmlhttp://www.yourhome.gov.au/technical/fs35.html

http://www.wewillrebuild.vic.gov.au/
http://www.csiro.au/science/Bushfires.html
http://www.timber.net.au/bushfire/
http://www.yourhome.gov.au/technical/fs35.html

